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Dragon's 
giant 

strides 
Tony Clarke talks to Graham Cunnlngham about 
Dragon Data 's future as the company prepares 10 

attack new markets al home and abroad. 
WHEN VOU step .nlo a ta~ , 

outside POI"I TllOOI .aHway 
51alooo, the ddv&< says " You 
must want Dragon DaI8, " A KIt 
01 peop le want the Welsh 
company al the moment. botn 
at home and in the US, as i1 
e~pand S I he range 01 
machlnas it oilers 

By thi s Ml(! ne . t year Dra­
gon Data plans 10 be market· 
ing lour mICrocomputers. mov­
ing up gradually to attaCk the 
business market The hlS1 
Slep is the $Illal leSl one a 
CPU swap lOt" the Dfaqon 32 
glVJOg use.s 641<. 01 RAM But 
al1er that the steps get bogge. 
and bigger the Dfagon 64 .,,,,,8 
be loflo wed by a [ 400 
rnachlfltl and a £2000 buSI­
ness model ne., year 

The guldong toree behind 
these moves IS managing 
director Tony CLarke - stand· 
ing about 6 1001 4 Inches lall 
he a.peels 10 be able 10 take 
them all'n hrs stride 

A computer 
enthusiast 

as well as a 
businessman 

One of IhI! other SInkIng 
Ihlngs aoouI D.aQOIl Dala·s 
managIng director IS Ih&1 he IS 
an enlhusiast as welt as a 
successtul busin&ssman 
WhIle promol ing Ihe menlS 01 
Ihe company"s disk drive sys· 
lem he e~lols in detaIl lhe 
WeSlern D;gllal conlfoHer chip 
il uses. SImilarly convEtrsation 
aboul the ( 400 machin& 
fTlOI/es inlO d'$Cl,lSSlOn of lhe 
NEe 7220 GDC 

And Ihis enlhusiasm 
spreads further Ihan semooon· 
Oucto'!;. Ta l.nng 01 lhe buSI· 
ness mar1let. Tony describes 
nelwoOt conligurallOns aoo 
procedures 10 provIde Ihe 
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aUI0m8led office o1lhe fUlure 
This Includes Mumps. a lil1le 
known ope raling sySlem 
which began life. as ilS name 
suogeSIS. wilh medK:al ap· 
plica lOons bul has moved Inlo 
Ihe business market on such 
machil">!ls as DrgI1aI EqUIp· 
·menl minIS 

AlSO covered e.e Ihe virtues 
01 easy 10 use sySlems such 
es Appl, ·s lIsa and Xe.ox·s 
Slar IncorPOIiUlng mouse de· 
vices These are desklop con· 
I.~~rs whICh can be used 10 
move Ilems displayed on a 
screen. Microsofl . wllosll Ex. 
lended Colour BaSIC IS used 
on lhe Dragon 32. tliIs reeenl· 
ly inlrOduced a mouse for use 
on ils MU~I·TooI word proces· 
srng syslllfT\ 

And in lhe oHrce outSIde his 
own SlIS a range 01 machInes 
wtIoCh he WI. lake apart and 
e_amlne Elsewhere In lhe 
oompany vanous models -
IOCIu<Ilng mrcrDS. mints and 
compulllf·aided desogn sys­
lems - are betng pUl Ihrough 
lhelf paces ;" praclreal ap­
plicalrons. 

As far as lhe business goes. 
Tony has a PIIrsooal Slake In 
lhe success 01 Dragon Dala 
The company began life as a 
subsid iary of Melloy in Ihe 
SPflng of 1962, In November a 
conSOMlum. i"cludlng Tony. 
was formed to purchase the 
Ilfm whICh moved to a I">!Iw 
laclory In south Wales S,nce 
then Dragon Dala has be· 
come the largest pflvately 
owned compa"y in Wales. 
and is sel to grow even faster 
as the new products are lau,,· 
clled and new marlcets are 
attacked 

The summer launches- the 
CPU swap and the dlsl< dflve 
system - lfI'Vnediately move 
lhe Dragon 32 11"110 new mar· 
kets as !hey II"IlroOuce the 
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059 U",x·llke operatIng sys· 
tern from Amencan soltware 
house Mic.oware 

ThIS IS a mult,-use., multI· 
tasking system fo. small busr· 
I">!ISS users Which has a very 
hIgh reputation in the US - so 
high that some Observers 
have suggested. tongue-in· 
Cheek. Ihat It is "too gOO(I"' for 
home computers such as lhe 
Dragon ThIS hasn·t prevented 
Olher mICrO manufacturers, 
such as Tandy and vanous 
Japanese firms. Choo!long I1 
A "Olher BfltlSh company 
P osi tron . uses lIon ilS 
[ 1.000 .. 9000 syslem 

As a newer operallng SYS· 
tem I1 has less applicatrons 
scMwa!e avaIlable for I1 Ihan 

more establ iShed systems 
such as CP M. bul a lot 01 
languages are already 
arOUnd. Including Basic. Pas· 
cal and Cabot, C compilers 
are also avaIlable wh>Ch p.a· 
vlde a h;gh dEt9ree of sol1ware 
portabl lily across dtfferent lan· 
guages 

Microware says Ihat "OS9 
combines Ihe same Irfandly 
system interfaces found in Bell 
Laboratorfas· Unix OPeraling 
sySlem W,lh an etticient, mod· 
ular des>gn that is emInently 
practreal for use wllh an adv· 
anced 8·011 processor And 11 
!l(lds " In lhe future. there wlH 
be upward·compatlble ver· 
SIOflS ~ the Motorola 68000 
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Mlc.oware software is 
already beIng used by a wide 
range of customers, includIng 
Eastman Kodak. General 
Eleetnc. the Nalronal Aero· 
nautlcs and Space Adminis_ 
tration (Nasa) and the United 
States Navy. Th,s IS the kInd 
01 company Dragon Data is 
iornrng 

But not too many Dragon 32 
users are expected to be in· 
terested In lhe dISk drive sys· 
lern whOCh COSIS under [300 at 
entry le\Iet and aOOUl [500 
WIth !WO dllves T O<1y com· 
mented ··We llunk aOOUI 10 
per cent 01 Dragon 32 owners 
WIll lake !he double dllve GP" 
Iron - more on the Conll· 
~. 

Demand atl<oad lor lhe Dra· 
gon is slrang and Tony says. 
"11 is fast becomIng lhe brg. 
gesl sellIng home computer 
on the ContInent."' Bul he 
added: " 11 IS a diMerenl mar_ 
ket, with more home owners 
USIng the maChine at work.'· 
He puIS thi s down 10 laoour 
costs being h;gher. so micros 
are used at work la provkHt 
inlormalion at lil1 le eXl ra cost. 

The intrOdUCfron 01 OS9 Will 
be consolidated wllh the 
launch 01 lhe Dragon 64 in 
SepleiIIOe< Tony Is sure !ha! 
" Ihere is a demand fo< a small 
busoness computer that is re­
latIVely cnaap" and that the 64 
will meel tillS demand He 
expects packages including 
Ihe mIcro. a monitor and 
drives to setl for at)()uf [I . , 00. 

The 64 wilt gl~e 51 columns 
by 25 lines on the screen and 
will have an RS232 interlace 
The maClllne WIll Involve a 
relai llng change for D.agon 
Data - some 64s wil l De sold 
Ihrough hrgh street ct1ains like 
Boots. bul more are e ~ pected 
la be sold by dealers as off. 
Ihe·Shelf systems 

An RS232 interface Is also a 
teature of the American Ora· 
gons which wil l be launched 
Ihis summer, costing aoout 
$399, in partnershIp wllh Tano 
COrparauon of New Or~ans . 
Tony admllS; ·'We·re not e~· 
pecllflg la sell fTIIltrons ;" the 
US because lhere are a 101 of 
machines al that pnce ;" tile 
mar1<.et .. 

SuI inlereSI is aJreadV hrgh 
He took the Dragon 32 10 an 
Amencan computer show lasl 

April and aooul 4.000 dealers 
made enquiries. Only 400-500 
dealers WIlt be ;"volved inilial· 
Iy. bul this wilt go up to t.500 
as production rises from a 
starting figure ot 2.000 a 
woo, 

The ma r1<eung S1r81egy in 
the US alms to prolil from IhI! 
pflcing wa.s being lought 
there by the main manufactur· 
ers, Tony commented. " We 
thInk dealers WIll be keen be· 
cause they are losIng IhI!If 
prom marglns_" He added thal 
he e_pects 10 lure COmmod· 
ore. Atar; and Te _as I,,· 
struma"ts dealers. 

Tano Corporation. which 
has 100.000 SQUare feel at 
manufacluflng space. was 
chosen ahead 01 five other 
companies. lis badlground is 
in manne aUIoma1l0n sys· 
tems. incloolllQ a 101 01 eXPEln· 
ence USIng the 6809 chop on 
w110ch the Dragon 32 IS based_ 
And Ta no atready sells 
another micro - an Apple 
Iook·alike designed in Holland 
and manufactured In Korea_ 

Among al l tillS activity. Ora· 
gon 32 users are not beIng 
l orgotten. Wh,le plans 10 
launch a prinler have been 
sh~ved. a cassette recorder 
guaranteed to work WIth the 
Dragon is due out this sum· 
~, 

Tony eWlalned thal " a prin· 
ter was nol very likely at Ihe 
moment" ' because good ones 
were available and the falting 
value 01 sterling was creatIng 
hna"c ial problems when 
buYIng from abroad. 

Dragon Data ·s other 
machInes will also be sold III 

the US TMe ( 400 mr<;ro, 
so far WIthout a nama. will be a 
twln·6809 syslem stePPIng up 
thl! company's aMack on lhe 
educatIonal and business 
mar1<.ets_ In additron 10 OS9. 

the intenlion IS 1f1.i1l ~ wi ll run 
Flex, a longer established 
operatirrg syslem which has 
more applications software 
available tor it. 

At [ 400 Ihe maChine is also 
aImed at tne home user. oMer· 
ing improved Basic and hIgh 
qua li ty graphics. And il will 
break away tram lhe Dragon 
32 mould. Iookirrg different to 
previouS maChInes. 

While To"y agrees IMt 
there is an overlap between 
the machInes dl$Cl,lssed so 
lar. he a!gues Ihal each has 
excellent faci~lies in terms of 
value !or money. 

Aiming to achieve 
a high level 
of software 
portability 

The appearance of next 
year's mICro will again be 
diHerent Retai~ng aI uncler 
1:2.000. thiS WIll oMer ". uni· 
que buS slructure·· giving a 
high level 01 software portabil. 
ity. TO<1Y added thal ~ will run 
··68000·based and 8086· 
based software eIther indi· 
vidually or both together"' . 

This aVOIds lhe problem suf­
fered by early 16·b lt users 
wno found themselves snort 01 
easily ava ilable SOftware . A lot 
of Ihe dev&lopmenl wo.k is 
already finished for Ihis 
maChIne. wh ich Tony expects 
to sell mo.e Of In lhe US than 
in the UK, 

Dragon Data is expanding 
its present lactory 10 cope with 
lhese ~ans and negotiatIng 
WlIh thl! Welsh Development 
AulhOflty for a"Olher ,ile. 
wni~ Port Talbar s Iraditional 
employer. the SleeI mill. is 
Slruggling. the microcompulllf 
manufaclurer dOwn the road is 
thriving • 
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